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Measure will protect Bay, strengthen local economy, and benefit area fishermen   

Washington, DC – Congressman John Adler today announced that he will support a bipartisan
bill to improve the health of Barnegat Bay and strengthen our local economy in Ocean County.
The legislation reauthorizes the National Estuary Program through FY 2016 and makes
improvements to the program. The bill is expected to pass the House later today.

  

"Barnegat Bay plays a critical role in our local economy and in the lives of our families,
businesses, and fishermen," Congressman Adler said. "I want to help save clamming, fishing,
and our quality of life. This legislation will give us the tools to better clean and save our Bay."

  

Estuaries are bodies of water that receive both outflows from rivers and tidal inflows from the
ocean.  Most commercially and recreationally important fish and shellfish species, such as
striped bass, salmon, shad, shrimp, lobster, crabs, and oysters, depend on the sheltered habitat
provided by estuaries, like Barnegat Bay. In fact, commercial and recreational fishing annually
accounts for $185 billion in revenues across the country, and more than two million jobs.

  

The bipartisan bill expected to pass the House today will improve the National Estuary Program
– increasing the program's authorization from $35 million annually to $50 million annually,
providing new accountability measures, and requiring the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to submit a report to Congress on the program's effectiveness.

  

Congressman Adler is currently working on a bill to further protect Barnegat Bay, and met with a
group of local experts and advocates in Ocean County earlier this month. Last year,
Congressman Adler introduced and passed an amendment directing federal agencies to
develop the technologies and practices to clean Barnegat Bay.
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